MARCH 23, 1940. 

We, the People 

'Detention Cells' Real Object of Probe 
Of F. B. I. by Civil Liberties Unit 


Detention Cells Under Fire 
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ir, tt °^ e r re °f Ho ?ver’s personal publicity— the business of "basiung 
“ * h ® FIorlda , sun and the photographers’ flashbulbs, the hot anti-red 

pronouncements and the effort to make America “spy-conscious” the At- 

^°.p n fjL Genera l is not deeply concerned. More ‘ serious in his opinion 
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j 'Smear' Campaign Charged 


By JAY FRANKLIN. 

polltlStutllon which »»J»"o to, escaped 

_ — - — , iT=t- dawn arrests" of Spanish Loyalist 

We4r-eiL , sympathizers. I.n the case of the 

1 cowi gjga ' C 7,1 / dictaphone addicts of the F. B. i, 

\ I '7/ «se of wire tapping by J. ‘Edgar 
« mTir ' / Hoover’s merry men started under 

t . fflwC S fejr- - - President Hpover’s administra tion 
/ r ^JJr == p^ 1=7 and has J ust been directly forbidden 
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F B I h ™d h er hu ^ nal , r , esponsibilit y begins with the conduct of the 
.r. ±i. i. under his own attorney generalship. 

criticism^ f” 1 ! J ~ kson is not im P r essed with the liberal 
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The basis for the charge that “high New Dealers” are out to “get” 
oover appears to be the fact that Senator George Norris opened up the 
current criticism of the Bureau and 

its director, though as much as a — - 

montli ago newspaper stories ac- 4, ■'A~^ 

cused the Corcoran-Cohen team of ^ ^ J 

engineering a “smear campaign.” - 

The apparent effort of Mr. Hoover’s j, . 

friends to turn justified criticism 

into' a "smear,” making the F. B. I. 

director a “martyr,” is having un- 

fortunate repercussions for the 

One thing. Attorney General 

Jackson' Will not tolerate is intra-departmental intrigue and sniping, and 
of late “leaks” to friendly newspapermen by Hoover admirers have be- 
come more and more frequent, not legitimate news tips, but indirect snipe 
attacks on other department officials. 

A campaign of this sort is the one most calculated to antagonize 
Hoover’s superior and to force him to modify his present intention of not 
pre-judgmg the case against the F. B. I. It has long been the custom 
to charge that criticism of J. Edgar Hoover or the P. B. I. was motivated 
by politics or personal pique; if Bob Jackson finds iron-clad proof that 

H- B. I. is engineering the present attack on other departmental 
officials, our No. 1 G-man may find himself on the skids he has so long 
and so skillfully avoided. 
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